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On behalf of the editorial board of the Newslet-
ter and Iranian Statistical Society, I truly appreciate
Professor Lynne Billard for accepting our invitation to
write a tribute note to Professor Meshkani. Her note
reflects the depth of our loss while reminds us how for-
tunate we were to have Professor Meshkani as a part of
our lives. Indeed the Iranian statisticians are grateful
to Professor Billard who trained Professor Meshkani
and Professor Arghami who built a great statistics
foundation in Iran by training several skillful statis-

ticians.

By S pge 31 113l 85T 51Kk S5 p g0 B3
S 6iE gy 5 datils K Bl sds Soglien hre S5
3 0 Sl plisl Lased 4 juase oS 34 G sl

' Billard, L.; Meshkani, M. R. (1995) Estimation of a stationary Markov chain. J. Amer. Statist. Assoc. 90 , no. 429, 307-315.
¥ Meshkani, M. R.; Billard, L. (1992) Empirical Bayes estimators for a finite Markov chain. Biometrika 79 , no. 1, 185-193.
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mation, was very new, and I know very little about it
except that I thought it was going to be an important
area. As usual, I suggested he talk with other pro-
fessors before he decides. As history records, he came
back to me and wanted to work in this newly emerg-
ing field, fully knowing that we’d both have to learn it
together. Well, learn it he did, and became a leading
expert in the topic and more broadly Bayes estimation.

This story is told because it says something very
remarkable about Dr Meshkani. In particular, we see
how Reza didn’t limit himself to the easy options;
rather he was prepared to tackle the difficult options —
a sure way to grow professionally. Furthermore, he has
encouraged all of his students to open their minds to
the broader and bigger issues of the subject, to great
effect. This is the ultimate of a good teacher and pro-
fessor.

Just as Dr Meshkani did not limit himself within
the research world alone, he opened up opportunities
for all of us at the organizational level. When he saw
the need for a professional statistical association in
his country, he founded the Iranian Statistical Soci-
ety, was elected its first President, and proceeded to
organize related conferences to enable statisticians to
gather together to share and learn from each other. At
his home institution, he likewise displayed his organi-
zational talents in a variety of administrative roles at

all levels.

-

/]

More important than all of these professional ac-
complishments, Reza was a deeply thoughtful person,
a kind man who cared for all those around him, some-
one who was calm in the midst of any situation and

wherever he found himself to be. This can be a hard
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Professor Lynne Billard

As for so many of us, it was an enormous shock to
learn of Dr Reza Meshkani’s passing. He was one of
the first doctoral students I was privileged to direct,
and he was one of the best. There is something special
about the way his home country provides mathemati-
cal training. Reza was as good as any. He was a special
student however. Let me explain.

When Reza first approached me about the possibil-
ity of being his Major Professor, I offered him several

different proposed topics. One, empirical Bayes esti-
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thing for many to achieve, but to look over and see
his calm sensible approach was indeed wonderful to
behold. This is the essential person that is Reza, a
Reza who will endure in our memories, a Reza that
will never be forgotten. Thank you Reza for being a

part of my life!
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